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THE STAGE AND THE SUPPOSED 
DECLINE OF THE DRAMA. 
By B. W. W. 


“ What pity, sure, if such a fall there be! 
Who would not weep if Atticus were he?” 
Pore, altered. 


For many years the Era has been the 


acknowledged supreme monitor in things thea- 


trical. We have therefore regretted, for the 
past three or four months, that our influential 
contemporary has seen fit to give place to a 
series of articles, under the somewhat osten- 
tatious signature of “A. Garrickson,” in 
support of the fabled cry of the “ Decline and 
Fall” of the glorious Drama of Great Bri- 
tain. Asa humble contributor, in petio, to 
theatrical sayings in the THEATRICAL JoUR- 
NAL, we have at various times sought to prove 
the mawkish humbuggery of the cynics and 
stoics of the theatrical hemisphere ; but we 
find ourselves yet inexhaustible in its defence. 
According to the malcontents and alarmists, 
the Drama has been in a sickly state ever 
since our forefathers sat in the chinney corner 
of the village inns and bragged of Malplaquet 
and Qudenarde, and Marlborough’s heroes 


donned the Ramillies ribbon—ever since then 
the gong has not ceased to be sounded at set 
intervals for the public to “walk up” and 
witness the decline of the Drama (the actual 
“live lion stuffed with straw”). Most em- 





peer we say it, the Drama has not yet 
eclined in the land where the immortal 
Shakespeare (as our glorious Milton hath it): 
“ Fancy’s child 
Warbled his native wood-notes wild.” 

We do not for one moment pretend to as- 
sert that some of the opinions ventilated by 
“A, Garrickson” are not sound ; one is par- 
ticularly so—viz., his suggestion for the for- 
mation of what he terms “a real Dramatic 
College,” where persons could enrol them- 
selves as members, and practise the various 
branches of the actor’s art at leisure, without 
relinquishing their ordinary profession of 
calling, thus enabling the exponent of the 
‘sock and buskin” to avoid the drudgery or 
an apprenticeship in the provinces, with many 
other serious obstacles to his onward course. 
This is indeed a desideratum that, if duly 
carried out, would be an incalculable boon to 
ladies and gentlemen choosing the stage as 
a profession, and perhaps prevent many from 
making an ill-judged step, that is destined 
only to embitter their lives and to recoil upon 
them with sad and heart-breaking disappoint- 
ment. Giving “A. Garrickson” his due 
meed of praise in this special instance, we 
feel er in all honesty to declare our dis- 
sent in other respects in toto. It is scarcely 
necessary to analyze them in every detail ; 
but we must especially notice the following 
passage, which we extract from his last ar- 
ticle :—“ The world revolves in an orbit of 
fashions, the old ones reviving when the 
circle has been completed. The theatrical 
zodiac contains tragedy, comedy, melodrama, 
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farce, burletta, opera, ballet, pantomime, bur- | 


lesque, equestrianism, marionettes, legerde- 
main, &e.; each succeeds the other, and 
takes its turn again when the circle is ex- 
hausted. So all hopes may not be extin- 
guished for the speedy revival of tragedy and 
comedy, the zodiacal signs having each had 
a respective reign since the legitimate Drama 
fell asleep.” With respect to the latter por- 


tion of this sentence, we dispute that the | 


legitimate Drama has been in a state of 
anesthesia at all; and as regards the rotatory 
power as applied to theatricals, this cannot 
be accepted in the entirety of “A. Garrick- 
son’s” meaning. Things are not so materially 
moved from what they were at the time of 
the patent houses, as is endeavoured to be 
made out by the cynics and stoics of the 
Drama. Melpomene and Thalia are in a 
very robust state—if, indeed, they are not 
in robust health. Mount Helicon, too, has 
not deteriorated in our present metropolitan 
theatres, where the nicest points of our Drama, 
ancient and modern, are executed with able 
hands. The theatrical zodiac of “A. Gar- 
rickson ” existed, in fact, during the regnium 
of the patent houses as it has done since. 
Persons are not all of one appetite—that is a 
proverbial fact ; and, accordingly, it has been 
a necessary feature in the gastronomy of 
managers not all to serve up the same dish, 
lest it might not suit the pilasie of all their 
patrons, and thus give rise to “a falling off.” 
Let us ask, when the patent houses were 
doing tragedy and comedy, whether the Co- 
burg and the little theatre in Tottenham- 
street-—and, for the last half-century, the 
Adelphi, as well as Sadler’s Wells and the 


Surrey—were not doing melodrama and do- | 


mestic drama? Whether opera was not in the 
ascenlant at the quondam English Opera 
House, the present Lyceum, and burlesque, 


burletta, farce, and even opera, at the patent | 


houses themselves? Equestrianism, too, 
was as much in vogue at Astley’s during the 
last century as now; in fact, equestrianism was 
never popular anywhere else in London than 
at Astley’s, and, for a short period, at the 
Olympic (where it did not fully answer the 
expectations of its renowned and indefatigable 
builder). 
had one or two chance visits of an American 


To be sure, of late years, we have | 





We contend that the Drama is healthily 
represented at the Princess’s, the Haymarket, 
Sadler’s Wells, and occasionally at several 

: others of the metropolitan houses. <A legi- 

| timate performance, for instance, is almost 
always at the head of the bills of the Surrey 

| Theatre, where we have a legitimate actor, Mr. 
| Creswick, who ever adorns the embodiments 
| of his poet, and acts with a grace and a talent 
evidencing the widest and most substantial 
success. Mr. Charles Kean, Mr. Buckstone, 
and Mr. Phelps have well earnt their laurels— 
nove ever more so. Miss Swanborough, at 
the Strand ; Mr. Cooke, at Astley’s ; and 
several others, deserve to be particularized in 
this regard. In the matter of tragic author- 
shop, we should recollect it is not every age 
that produces its Jonsons, its Beaumonts, and 
Fletchers, its Marlowes and its Otways ; and 
it was but one age that gave us a Shake- 
speare. We should not, then, pride ourselves 
upon these great hereditary possessions, and 
fancy that because just at the present moment 
we have not a strictly great tragic writer 

—(we have a multitude of good comedy 

ones)—that things theatrical are at their 

worst. It is a fallacy. 

In spite of a cohort of ‘“ Garricksons,” we 
assert that the healthy condition of the Drama 
is evinced on all sides, It is to be seen in 
one of its fairest aspects at the Soho Theatre, 
where we have witnessed the tragedies of the 
immortal Bard performed by a model company, 
and the public ever flock here to witness the 
legitimate entertainments that are ever pro- 
vided by its indefatigable lessee Mr. Mow- 
bray, to whom belongs the credit of having 
raised one more temple to the Drama, which, 
from the Elizabethian era downwards, has so 
graced and enriched our land with an equality 
which has not been exceeded by any of the 
numerous arts which appertain to our ad- 
vanced civilization. 








Tue Pyne anp Harrison Company.—Immense 
preparations are making for Balfe’s new opera, 
which is to be brought out at this theatre at 
| Christmas. One thousand new dresses are in 
hand ; they are made from drawings by A. Harris, 
Fsq., and under the superintendence of Mr. 
Coombs ; also those of the new pantomime, which 
| are all entirely new, and of singular novelty. 

Mr. M. Sruart’s SHAKESPEARIAN LEcTURES.— 
On Wednesday afternoon Mr. Montgomery Stuart 





troupe at Drury Lane, under the regime of | delivered the second of his admirable lectures at 


the indefatigable E. T. Smith, and at the 


Alhambra Palace, which latter is not likely | 


to last beyond the present term for which it 
is let to Messrs. Howes and Cushing. 


the Marylebone. It was, for the most part, de- 

voted to a review of Shakespeare’s sonnets, and 

| the trials and aspirations of the youthful poet, 
and a general view of his character as gleaned 
from his writings. 
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Cheatres 


HAYMARKET THEATRE. 


Mr. and Mrs. C. Mathews concluded a 
most successful engagement at this theatre 
on Saturday last. The house was very full, 
and the performances went off very cleverly. 
During their engagement the revivals have 
proved beneficial to the treasury, amongst 
which were “ London Assurance,” ‘ Used 
Up,” “ The Eton Boy,” “The Critic,” &c. 
Mr, and Mrs. Mathews left London early on 
Sunday morning for Dublin, where they are 
engaged for a month. 


SADLER’S WELLS THEATRE. 

Mr. Phelps has been playing a round of 
characters this week—Hamlet, Doctor Cant- 
well, and Melantius in the “ Bridal,” a part 
which we pronounce to be his very best ; it 
is full of fine manly feeling, excellent senti- 
ment, and a most vigorous piece of acting. 
We have nothing like it in any other actor of 
the present day, and we advise a more fre- 
quent repetition. Mr. F. Robinson, if he 
likes, can show us he has a soul and a mind 
to feel an injury. We never saw him play 
with more intensity of feeling. Miss Atkin- 
son’s conception of her character was correct, 
but she ~ power. 


PAVILION THEATRE, 

During the past week, the tragedies of 
“ Richard III.,” “ Macbeth,” and “ Othello” 
have been played to good houses. Mr. 
Rayner is the leading tragedian of the 
theatre ; and it is but justice to add that 
he is possessed of considerable dramatic 
talent, and power of pourtraying strongly 
marked characters. The leading members 
of the company are Messrs. Young, Dudley, 
Belmore, and Rignold, with Mesdames Camp- 
bell, Yarnold, and Mrs. Weiss (late Miss 
Harriet Gordon). Mr. Rignold has been 
enthusiastically applauded every evening in 
the British tar, in “ The Jacket of Blue.” 


SOHO THEATRE. 

The Oxford Club give performances few 
and far between; but when they do, great 
care is taken that the performances shall go 
off creditably, and that those members who 
take a character in the performance shall be 
well acquainted with what he undertakes, 
This is only to be done by frequent re- 


| hearsals. We therefore can congratulate the 
| Club in this particular by their efforts on 
Wednesday last, when the following pieces 
were acted in a most praiseworthy manner : 
“ A Good Night’s Rest,” “She Stoops to 
Conquer,” and the farce of ‘Good for 
Nothing.” In the first piece, which is a 
mere sketch, the acting of Messrs. Perks 
and Wing was all that could be desired. 
They kept up the steam excellently, and 
caused great laughter throughout the scenes. 
Although there is great inconstancy in the 
plot, still it raises the risable muscles of the 
audience to a great pitch of merriment. The 
comedy was well cast and acted. Mr. R. 
Roberts, as Marlow, looked and acted the 
character with great propriety. In the first 
scene with Miss Hardcastle he kept up the 
bashful lover capital; but if it had been 
played a little quicker it would have been 
better. However, he was very good through- 
out the play. The Hardcastle of Mr. 
Lorrequer wanted rather more vigour and 
breadth. In other respects it was above 
a mediocre performance. Mr. Wing and 
Mr. Moore were able adjuncts in the comedy, 
and were well up in their characters. The 
Tony Lumpkins of Mr. G. Perks was irre- 
sistibly droll; whenever he was upon the 
stage he caused roars of laughter. He has 
plenty of confidence, and his acting is per- 
fectly natural. He was called for twice, and 
very deservedly so. He is apt to gag alittle ; 
but whenever he does, we presume it is to 
keep the dialogue going. Mr. W. G. 
Haines made the character of Diggory 
amusing, and all the smaller parts were éffi- 
ciently filled. Mrs.G. W. Sims is a clever 
actress, and acted Mrs. Hardcastle in a true 
spirit of fondness for her dear pet Tony 
Lumpkin. Miss E. Love—we can’t find 
words to express ourselves in sufficient praise 
to congratulate you on your assumption 
of Miss Hardcastle ; suffice it to say, it 
could not be better personified. Miss. L. 
Howard acted well up to Tony Lumpkin, 
and all the scenes with that whimsical in- 
dividual were played in a professional style 
that gave entire satisfaction. The audience 
were in raptures on the fall of the curtain, 
and each actor and actress were loudly called 
for, and came forward accordingly. The 
farce of “Good for Nothing” was a rich 
treat, and played with spirit. The house 
contained a well-dressed audience, particularly 
ladies, who were not backward in waving their 
handkerchiefs at the conclusion. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


E. Bupsy.—-We believe the young lady was born in | 
London. She made her first appearance at the | 
Lyceum Theatre about seven years ago, and was a 
pupil of Madame Vestris. 

. D. 8.— We really cannot go a distance of four miles 
this weather to notice a performance without our 
buss fare. 

G. Lancuey.—The poetry shall have a place. 

= opera entitled the “ Hugenots” is Meyer- 

eer’ s. 

Iaco— Mr. James Anderson was born in the year 
1819. His first appearance was at Covent Garden, 
in 1836. Before he was a member of the Notting- 
ham company. 

Jutta.— At what theatre did little Oxberry first ap- 
pear? At the Olympic, in 1825. as Sam Swipes, in 
the comedy of “ Exchange no Robbery.” 
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MR. MOWBRAY CLEAR OF THE 
“ERA” SQUABBLE. 


“ To this complexion we must come at last.” 


We have patiently awaited the issue, and, 
as we fully expected, the wanton abuse 
showered upon the lessee of the Soho Theatre 
has turned out a mare’s nest, or something 
worse—a fabrication, with wilful “intent to 
do grievous bodily harm”! The complaints 
of the Gemini have widened as a circle of 
water when a pebble is cast into it—into in- 
finite nothingness. We congratulate Mr. 
Mowbray on having devised so adroit a plan 
to fetch out his twin maligner, or, in default, 
prove him a man of straw and a libeller. 

Abernethy once made a startling disclosure 
to one of his indigestible patients, by inform- 
ing him that a stomach was “neither an alem- 
bic, nor a churn, nor a saucepan, but a 
stomach !” May we not borrow the blunt 
surgeon’s reproval by way of paraphrase in 
the matter of the infallibility of Truth ? and 
offer it as wise counsel to the emulator of 
Jack Falstaff, who “larded the lean earth as 
he walked along,” and who, when telling a 
profound falsehood made light of uttering his 
well-known exordium— 

“ How this world is given to lying!” 


We are, however, heartily pleased to find 


example of his being a Richmond in the 
field. Having exposed the wicked fallacies 
of the Gemini, “ Victim,” and “ Fair Play,” 
he might not inaptly exclaim of either of these 
bombastic heroes as Hamlet, when soliloquis- 
ing, did of himself— 

“A dull and muddy-mettled rascal, peak, 

Like John a-dreams, unpregnant of my cause, 

—_ 4 aah true of one 

Adamn’d defeat was, made.” 

But these Furiosos and their false and 
“ pigeon-hearted” complaints have had a 
quietus put upon them, and we are gratified 
beyond measure at the knowledge of the fact. 
Directly Mr. Mowbray sounded the shrill 
trump of war, the enemy betook his “ recreant 
limbs” from the field ; thus acting upon the 
Johnsonian maxim, that 
“ He that fights and runs away, 
Lives to fight another day !” 

It is a matter of great regret (but the fact 
of which redounds all the more to the credit 
and capacity of Mr. Mowbray as a manager) 
that the press generally have left him silently 
pursuing his difficult course without scarcely 
a word of encouragement or applause. ‘This 
is a fault ; for the Soho Theatre is equally 
deserving the notice of the theatrical critic as 
any of the minor houses (which are often so 
fulsomely praised), and for special reasons of 
a salutary nature perhaps more so. 

If the press had supported Mr. James 
Anderson at Drury Lane Theatre in 1850, 
instead of prating of the genius of a past 
generation of actors, that eminent tragedian, 
instead of having been compelled, by the force 
of circumstances, to declare himself a bank- 
rupt, as one let “down the winds a prey to 
Fortune,” might very possibly now have been 
earning the “golden opinions” of a well- 
contented public, and have been the de facto 
regenerator of the fortunes of the Old Drury, 

It becomes a profound duty that the press— 
and the theatrical press in particular—should 
meet out justice to all. A theatrical critic is, 
most of all, that man who should cast the 
hemlock of his prejudice into the fire of con- 
cord, and purge it of its lewdness, even whilst, 
as a supervisor, he looks upon the acts of 
others with impartial justice, which fine quality 
is never deteriorated by being “ tempered 
with mercy.” The scales of the blind god- 
dess should be fairly balanced betwixt Mr. 
Charles Kean at the Princess’s and Mr. 
Mowbray at the Soho. Each consummates 





that Mr. Mowbray has given one more 


his acts according to the limits within which 
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he is bound, and there is as much real merit 
in the one as the other. 

The matter is altogether beyond doubt or 
cavil as to what Mr. Mowbray has done for 
the inhabitants of Soho and surrounding neigh- 
bourhood, who have become his sturdy patrons. 
He has sounded his tabor to the major note 
of success, and in gaining possession of his 
now undisputed field he has had very many 
difficulties to conquer, and in all honesty, we 
may say, difficulties of no small calibre, but 
such has entailed much hard work. 

In conclusion, we will simply say that it 
has given us infinite pleasure to speak out 
upon what we know of Mr. Mowbray, and to 
testify to the admirable manner in which he 
conducts his establishment, even whilst the 
leading paper that gave admission to the scan- 
dal said not a word of encouragement ; on 
the contrary, intruded a remark which we can 
only look upon as an insult both to Mr. Mow- 
bray himself and the public. But Mr. Mow- 
bray deserves well of this latter class, and they 
will not fail to support him, and render his 
labours a perfect success. 





THE PROPOSED NEW THEATRE AT 
NOTTINGHAM. 

From the engagement of Sir William Don 
and his lady, it has again been found, as on 
every late occasion when any attractive bill of 
fare is offered, that our present theatre is 
totally inadequate for the accommodation of 
our amusement-seeking play-loving public. 
We know many respectable families who on 
this and other occasions would not—because 
they dare not—patronize that talent they 
would have wished to do, because of a want 
of room, comfort, and safety. We require a 
commodious and properly built theatre for 
the egress and ingress, in case of fire and 
accident, as well as an erection of beauty and 
accomodation for a population of one hundred 
thousand people, which our neighbourhood 
comprises. Some time ago, Mr. Arthur 
Parsons had a very clever plan for a suitable 
building, and we regret that the subject was 
not then entered upon more liberally. Now, 
Sir William Don proposes, that if a proper 
theatre can be erected at a cost of something 
like six to seven thousand pounds, he will 
subscribe for one hundred shares, and pay 
half the amount in advance. We hear, also, 
that one of the “new blood” of our town 
council has expressed his wish to do the 
same, and no doubt shares would be speedily 
taken up. It requires only a fair and proper 


| start. Amongst other sites named for the 
| purpose, the very best, in our judgment, 
| would be that portion of property belonging 
to Thomas Gee, Esq., with a good frontage 
to St. Peter’s-square, and with ample space. 
It is in fair range of all the inns, and of every 
important part of the town. 





SALE OF THE LATE MR. HARLEY’S EFFECTS, 


On Friday, Mr. Robins concluded the sale of 
the effects of the late Mr. Harley, and, as many of 
the articles had historical and histrionic associa- 
tions attached, there was a very large attendance 
of buyers, including several members of the pro- 
fession of which the deceased was so distinguished 
an ornament. The sale extended over three days, 
but the principal lots were reserved for the last 
day’s sale ; among them were many interesting 
autograph letters from distinguished persons, 
pieces of presentation plate, fine engravings, and a 
great number of souvenirs—such as snuff-boxes, 
walking-sticks, &c. There was a brisk competi- 
tion for the latter, as also for the smaller articles 
of plate, which in some instances fetched as much 
as 15s. per ounce. The following were the most 
interesting lots:—A handsome silver-gilt mounted 
tortoiseshell snuff-box, with fine enamel of the 
Duke of Wellington, by Bone, R.A, £5. A 
chased metal gilt scroll, ditto, with enamel medal- 
lions, £2 2s. A gold enamelled locket, with lock 
of Mrs. Sarah Siddons’s hair, and autograph pre- 
sentation letter, £1 7s. The Shakespeare silver 
Jubilee medal mounted as a snu‘f-box, being a 
present from John Bannister, and gold mourning 
ring for David Garrick, £2 17s. 6d. A silver 
gridiron of the Drury Beafsteak Club, £1 3s. A 
lock of Charles James Fox’s hair and four me- 
mentos from Mrs. Jordan’s, Talma’s, and other 
tombs, 7s. A very beautiful miniature, in ivory, 
of Miss Tree, in case, mounted in ormolu, £2 
(purchased by Mr. Charles Kean). A gold ring 
presented by Edmund Kean, £2. A masonic 
jewel belonging G. W. Edwin, the comedian. A 
lock of King Charles the First’s hair, also of Lord 
Byron and Lord Nelson, fetched only £2 12s. 
Several autographs of George III., William IV., 
Victoria Regina, Napoleon I., Marie Antoinette, 
and other illustrious personages, £1. A part of 
the Shakespeare mulberry-tree, at Stratford-upon- 
Avon, formerly belonging to Garrick, with his 
seal; a bust of Shakespeare, carved from the 
mulberry-tree ; and apiece of old Drury stage, on 
which Garrick often trod, were knocked down for 
£1 4s. A splendid ivory walking-stick, with 
finely-carved red coral handle, gold mounted, pre- 
sented to Mr. Harley by the late Duke of Sussex, 
£12 5s. A bamboo cane, gold mounted, formerly 
belonging to George IV., £1 8s. Two small 
gold-mounted canes, £3. A small black cane, 
with a head of Lord Brougham, &c., £3 10s. A 
large twisted walking-stick, from Niagara Falls, 
£1 6s. A fine Malacca Dr. Panglos cane, gold- 
mounted, £2 2s. A fine oll violin of the late 
Viotti, 18s. The theatrical dresses, of which there 
were a great many, fetched ligtle or nothing—for 
instance, Marcelli’s dress, in “The Devil’s 
Bridge,” and that of Yarico, in “Inkle and 
Yarico,” 10s. ; Billy Lackaday’s dress, in “‘ Sweet- 





hearts and Wives,” 10s. 
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PRINTERS’ DRAMATIC CLUB. 
To the Editor of the TuzatricaL JourNAL. 


Sir,—I have enclosed you a ticket for the 
means of witnessing a performance given by 
a number of “gentlemen” who have been 
pleased to style themselves, in opposition to 
us, “ The Printers’ Dramatic Society.” Now, 
allow me. to tender vou, for the present, a 
slight explanation. When the club was 
started, the gentleman who places himself 
at the head of our rival was nothing but a 
a member ; fancying that he should not be 
able to do as he liked, he gained the advice of 
a few friends, and they have assisted him in 
furthering his own “ambition,” by starting 
in opposition to me. Now, the gentlemen 
(save one) who were instrumental in establish- 
ing the P.D.S. still adhere to it, and are 
well satisfied with the management carried on 
by me, and have called upon me to rid them 
of a nuisance—the rival club—who have 
robbed them of their title, and maintain 
they were the originators, Hoping that 
through your Journal you may be pleased to 
give insertion to something to this effect, and 
witness the humble efforts of “our” next 
performance, the original of the two men- 
tioned clubs, —I am, &c., 

Steruen Mason. 





LINES ON A SMILE. 


As the beauteous rainbow stealing 
O’er the blue spring vernal sky, 
So thy smile, with rapture beaming, 

Quickly bids depression fly. 


As the soul denotes each feeling 
On fair Nature’s dial face, 
So thy smile, index of gladness, 
Show th’ emotion which takes place. 


Ob! may woe and darkening sorrow 
Ever sigh adieu for thee ! 

And the careworn clouds of sadness 
Miss into eternity. 





«What animal has the most brains?” Give it 
up? “The hog. Hehasahogshead full of ’em.” 

Hood states that the phrase “ republic of letters” 
wag hit upon to insinuate that, taking the whole 
lot of authors together, they had not a sovereign 
amongst them. 

Human affections are the leaves, the foliage of 
our beings—they catch every breath, and in the 
burden and heat of the day they make music and 
motion in the sultry world: stripped of that foil- 
age, how unsightly is human nature. 

Franklin used to say, to be thrown upon one’s 
own resources is to be cast into the very lap of 
fortune ; for our faculties then undergo a develop- 
ment, and display an energy of which they were 
previously not susceptible. 


Cheatrical Gossip. 


Sir E. B. Lyrron has been again selected to 
the Lord Rectorship of Glasgow, although he had 


| two powerful opponents in Mr. Charles Dickens 
| and Lord Shaftesbury. 


Mr. W. ELLErTon, who is at present perform- 
ing at the Queen’s Theatre, Dublin, is engaged by 
Mr. Falconer for the first low comedy at the 
Lyceum Theatre, at Christmas. 


Mons. Juttren has concluded an engagement 
with Lady Bishop, the celebrated vocalist, who 
will make her first appearance at the Lyceum on 
Tuesday, December 14. We understand the 
emolument she receives to be enormous. 


An Amateur Theatrical performance took place 
on Thursday last at the Schoolrooms, Great Peter- 
street, Westminster, for the benefit of the schools 
for the poor in that district. The pieces were 
“The Little Treasure,” and ‘The Irish Lion.” 
They were well acted by the ladies and gentlemen 
amateurs from Kingsland. The audience was a 
most respectable one, who testified their approba- 
tion by frequent applause. The stage, scenery, 
and dresses were supplied by Mr. Harrison, 31, 
Bow-street, Covent-garden. 


MapameE Ristori returns to Paris next season 
with three new characters amongst her repertoire 
—viz., Cassandra, in a new play written expressly 
for her; Fornarina, in a new art drama, with 
Raphael as hero ; and Paulina, in a translation of 
Corneille’s ‘‘ Polyeucte.” We regret very much 
to learn that a most dastardly attempt has lately 
been made by the Austrian myrmidons to im- 
prison this talented lady, whose eminent acting 
has stirred up a flame in the bosoms of the op- 
pressed Italians. , 

Tue Prince or Wags at BrussEts.—His Royal 
Highness the Prince of Wales paid a visit to the 
King at the Chateau of Lacken, when he assisted 
at a great family dinner, on Thursday, the 18th 
inst. In the evening, accompanied by the Duke 
and Duchess of Brabant, he visited the Theatre 
Royale de la Monnaie, arriving there towards the 
end of the third act of the opera “ Quentin Dur- 
ward,” a representation given by the Société 
Royale de la Grande Harmonie of Brussels. The 
Prince of Wales and the Duke and Duchess of 
Brabaut remained incognito during the perform- 
ance. 








At Vienna there was formerly a gate called 
“the five vowels ;” it was a gate of the palace, 
then inscribed A.E.I.0.U., meaning Auscacia est 
imperari orbi universo; 7. e., “ Austria is to govern 
the whole world.” 

That man is the wisest and happiest man who, 
by constant attention of thought, discovers the 
greatest opportunities of doing good, and with 
ardent and animated resolution breaks through 
every opposition that he may improve those 
opportunities. 





Amateur Theatricals. 
Wwannep some Ladies tv join a Club held at the 
Albion Hill, Albion-square, Dalston. For 
particulars apply, by letter, to R. S., 121, Shoreditch. 
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HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. | 

] ILTOUS HEADACHES, and all affections of 

the system that result from depraved, or insuffi- 
cient, or superabundant Bile, are relieved with wonder- 
ful celerity, and most thoroughly, by these mild 
aperient Pills. They are not, however, aperient only, 
but have a peculiar and specific influence upon the 
blood, which they at once purify and enrich. It is 
well known that the liver and stomach always sym- 
pathize with each other, and that the liver is never 
much disordered itself without causing some similar 
disturbance or impediment in the organs of digestion. 
These truly wonderful Pills act powerfully and 
simultaneously on both the liver and the stomach, and 
thus the double cause of what is called Bilious Head- 
ache is subdued at once. 


FRIENDLY DAAMATIC SOCIETY, 
Clown Tavern, 
St. John Street Road, Clerkenwell. 
eS. a few Members to complete the above- 
named Club; also some parts to dispose of in 
the plays of “ Othello” and the “ Honeymoon.” 
Applications to be made at the Clown Tavern, be- 
tween the hours of seven and nine o’clock, any Sunday 
evening previous to the nights of performance. 
F. GOODIN, Hon, Secretary. 
Lady Amateurs. 
ANTED for Wednesday, December 8th, Two 
Amateur Ladies to fill the parts of Lucretia 
and Sophia in “The Rendezvous,” at an Amateur 
Entertainment in the City. Address E, Pilliner, 17, 
Catherine-street, Strand, W.C. 


Royal Kent Amateur Society. 
NDER the entire Management of Mr. C. F. 
Epsmonps, Comedian, and Author of the adapta- 

tion ot “ Will and the Way” (produced at the Maryle- 
bone Theatre, September 8th, 1856); “ Temptation,” 
* Flower of the Flock, “ Masks and Faces,” “ Woman 
and her Master,” “‘l'rue and False Heiress ;’’ and 
Author of the “ Battle of the Alma” (produced at 
s\n Theatre, September 1dth, 1857, by 











Sole Agent, Mr. J. W. Davies, Auctioneer and 
Estate Agent. 

Secretary, Mr. J. W. Page, 9, Birchin-lane. 

Treasurer, Mr. J. Adams, Salisbury-sq., Fleet-st. 

Committee:—Mr. J. B. Clare, Mr. H. Stevens, 
Mr. T. Byers, Mr. T. Maddocks, 

Leader of the Band, Mr. G. Groves. 

Dresser, Mr. Wilstone. 

Ladies and Gentlemen wishing to make the Stage 
their profession, or for pleasure, will find this Society 
worthy of their notice. The members meet weekly, 
and a performance takes place every three weeks. 

This Society will be under the control of the 
Manager, assisted by a Secretary, Treasurer, and a 
Committee of four, chosen from the Society every 
three months, by vote. Each Member will play a 


THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 
218, High Holborn 
(Formerly the Casino de Venise). 
TS Establishment, pre-eminently distinguished 
for the originality, combined with the elegance 
and beauty of its decorations and the perfection of 
its management, is now open for the season. Selec- 
tions from “ Les Huguenots,” “ Lucia di Lammer- 
moor,” “Il Trovatore,” &c., are performed nightly 
by the celebrated Orchestra under the direction of 
Mr. W. M. Packer. The new quadrille from Flotow’s 
opera of “ Martha” is introduced every evening, as 
also are some of the following novelties :—Quadrilles 
and Valses from Verdi’s Opera of “ Luisa Miller,” 
the Royal Lancers, Koenig’s last Valse, the First 
Kiss Polka, the Paulina Schottishe, Regal Caledo- 
nians, the Antelope Galop, &c. Doors open at _half- 
past 8, and close at 12 punctually. Admission Is. 
N.B.—A Grand Bal Masque, upon the most superb 
scale, will take place at the above Establishment on 
Thursday, December 9th. Gentlemen’s Tickets, 5s. ; 
— ditto, 3s, To commence at 16 o’clock punc- 
tually. 





Plays for the People. 
HE PICTORIAL PENNY PLAYS. Each 
Play complete for One Penny, with casts of cha- 
racters, &c. 


1 Jack Sheppard 

2 Oliver Twist 

3 Turpin’s Ride to 

ork 

4 Dombey and Son 

5 Don Cesar de Bazan 

6 Mazeppa; or, the Wild 
Horse of Tartary 

7 The Blood-red Knight 

8 The Dumb Man of 


Manchester 

9 The Miller and his 
Men 

10 The Vicar of Wake- 
field 

11 Obi; or, Three-fin- 


gered Jack 
12 Black Beard the Pirate 





13 The Maid and the 


agpie 
14 The Red Rover 

15 Black-eyed Susan 

16 The Corsican Brothers 
17 Minnigrey 

18 The Forty Thieves 

19 Uncle Tom’s Cabin 
20 Aziel the Prodigal 

21 The Will and the Way 
22 Susan Hopley 
23 Ada the Betrayed 
24 Blue Beard 

25 The Bottle 

26 Dred 

27 Belphegor 

28 Little Dorrit 

29 Herne the Hunter 


Each Play complete for One Penny, or by post 


Twopence, and illustrated with a coloured scene, 


print. 


taken during a representation. 
All the above being stereotyped, are never out of 


London: George Purkess, Compton-street, Soho ; 
and may be had at 16, St. Alban’s-place, Edgeware- 


road, and all Booksellers. 





Important Notice 





Jeading part in their turns, and every Member will 
be permitted to introduce three friends to witness 
their performance on the play nights free. 


to the Profession. 


Buy of the Maker. 
R OPEWELL, Theatrical Hosier, 28, Bryd- 
° ges-street, Covent-garden, begs to inform 
Ladies and Gentlemen that they can be accommo- 
dated with every article in the above line at the 


shortest notice, and at moderate prices. Having pur- 
| chased the whole of the machinery of the late Mr. 














TERMS. : 
’ | Haigh. A perfect fit guaranteed. The only maker 
One etre -- oe pote ~ - of the Imperceptible Shape for improving the human 
Ladies? Mt A Fee P tt" of od, | figure, and the only practical workman in London in 
Do. Weekly Subscription ..... ay | all ita branches, 
Stage Dremes will be found free. |¥o Theatrical Amateurs and Members of 


Blocution Classes. 
FEW GENTLEMEN are desirous of forming 


The Stage of the Establishment is 70 feet from the 
hack to the foot-lights, and 30 feet wide, with twenty- | ‘ " 
four Scenes, four Dressing-rooms, Green-room, an Amateur Theatrical Society, to meet in the 
Saloon, and Private Room. | vicinity of Pentonville. Any gentlemen wishing to 

Address, with postage for reply, to Mr. C F. Ed- | enrol themselves as Members are requested to write 
monds, 17, Meetinghouse-lane, Peckham. | to Mr. W. J. St. Clair, Crosby Hall Coffeehouse, 

Pieces in rehearsal— Othello” and “ Woman’s | Bishospgate-street, E.C., when, if a sufficienc of 
Love.” Parts not taken—the Duke of Venice, Lodo- | names be forthcoming, a preliminary meeting will be 
vico, Montem, Marco, and Messenger in “ Othello.”’ | called. 
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MADAME TUSSAUD’S EXHIBITION, 
Bazaar, Baker Street. 
EW ADDITION.—The Grand Duke Constan- 
tine, High Admiral of Russia; being a continua- 
tion of celebrated characters that have raised this 
exhibition to the honour of being visited by strangers 
from all parts of the world. Admittance, ls; second 
—_ 6d. Open from eleven to five, and from seven 
till ten. 

The Times, of April 14th, states:—“In no other 
place in Europe are so many touching and important 
memorials of the great Emperor to be found; even 
for a national collection, our gallant allies might be 

roud to possess the relics which are here preserved. 
Medane Tussaud’s exhibition is without a rival, 
either here or on the Continent. All who have 
attempted competition have proved but so many 
foils to set up the superior attractions of her admir- 
able collection of les hommes celebres.” 


CALEDONIAN HALL, 
Prince of Wales’ Tavern, Caledonian-road, 
Islington. 

Prorrietors—A. PRICE & SONS. 


A GRAND CONCERT takes place in the above 
Hall is every Monday and Saturday Evenings, 
supported by first-rate vocalists. 
he Members of the Caledonian Dramatic Club 
meet at the above house every Friday Evening. 


To Theatrical Amateurs. 

ioe Eclectic Dramatic Society is now open. 
Any Lady or Gentleman desirous of joining can 
do so by applying at the Hall, 18, Denmark-street, 
Crown-street, Soho. Terms, ls. 6d. per week. Per- 
formance once a month. The Hall to Let for Amateur 
Performances, Balls, Concerts, Lectures, &c. Mana- 
er, Mr. Snelling; “Proprietor, James Flexman; 

ostumier, Mr. Harrison, Bow-street. 


To the Dramatic Profession. 

C W OOMBES, 38, Bow-street, Covent- 

° ° garden, Costumier to the Royal 
Italian Opera, begs to inform Gentlemen in the Pro- 
fession that he can upon the shortest notice supply 
them with every description of Dress, made of the 
very best materials and workmanship, at the lowest 
price possible. Country managers supplied on the 
shortest notice. : 


To Theatrical Amateurs. 

pS pag ti Costumes, and every Requisite can be 

obtained at Harrison’s Theatrical Warehouse, 
31, Bow-street, W.C., opposite the Royal Italian 
Opera, Covent-garden. The Drawing-room Theatres, 
that can be fitted up in any sized room, without in- 
jury to the apartment, with Gas-fittings, Scenery, 
Costumes, &c., Let on reasonable terms. ; 

Copy the Address—Harrison, 31, Bow-street. _ 


OLD DR. JACOB TOWNSEND'S 
Original American Sarsaparilla, 
i hae noblest preparation of this invaluable root 
ever discovered. It was introduced into Eng- 
land in 1851, and proved by experience to be the 
great purifier of the blood—unparalleled in efficacy 
to invigorate the constitution by eradicating all im- 
ary mye from the system. It affords the greatest re- 
ief in all cases arising from irregular or obstructed 
perspiration, colds, &c., and all cutaneous disorders, 
giving a clear and healthy appearance to the skin. 
Its unique character and agreeable flavour render it 
a ne plus ultra in medicine, or nature’s true remedy. 
Warehouse, 248, Strand; and the original retail 
depot, 373, Strand, London. Every bottle bears the 
signatures of J. J. Haliday and Co., sole proprietors 
of the genuine medicines. Beware of spurious 
imitation. 























| HARRISON'S Ladies’ Theatrical Costume 


‘Warehouse, 
31, BOW-STREET, COVENT GARDEN, W.C, 
EsTABLISHED 1840. 


ATIN, Silk, and Velvet Trains, Ball, Fancy, and 
Private Dresses, Mantles, &c., New and Second- 
hand, for Sale or Hire, can always be obtained of 


MRS. HARRISON, TueatricaL DRESSMAKER 


To the principal Ladies in the profession.— Ladies 
favouring Mrs. Harrison with an order, may depend 
on — of costume, good fitting, and punc- 
tuality. 
’ Ladies’ own Materials made up. 

Velvet, Satin, and Silk Dress Pieces, Satin Boots, 
Silk Stockings, Lace, Feathers, Ornaments, &c., of 
the best quality at the lowest price. 


Rejoice ye Children of the Thespian Art. 
AMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow-street, 
Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with Ladies 
and Gentlemen engaged in amateur performances 
for the sale or hire of Stage Costume. A large assort- 
ment of every necessary for the same. Wardrobes 
made to order. Persons about to follow the profession 
will do well to give Mr. May an order for their outfit ; 
costume, character, elegance, economy, and punc- 
tuality all studied. 
Mind the address, Samuel May, 35, Bow-street. 


A Secret worth Knowing. 


R. G. PORTER, Photographic Artist, of 222, 
Pentonville-road, is now taking splendid Like- 
nesses in a Brooch, complete for 5s.; or in a shat-up 
case for ls.6d. Established 10 years. Noconnexion 
with any other establishment. Be sure and ask for 
Porter’s ; and don’t be led away by any one telling 
you “this is the same concern,” and such like; for 
our address is only at 222, Pentonville-road. Hours 
of attendance from 9 till dusk. 


Highbury Barn. 
ARDIN D’HIVER.—Openevery day. Dancing 
e) commences every evening at eight o’clock. A 











Band of Thirty Performers. usical Director, Mr. 
a | Principal Cornet-a-Pistons, Messrs. Spencer 
and Sharpe. 


Admission, 1s.; to the Gardens, before eight 
o’clock, he and on Sundays, by refreshment 
ticket, 6d. 


IMPORTANT TO ADVERTISERS. 


HE CLERKENWELL NEWS, price One 
Halfpenny, the largest page paper in London. 
Circulation, 17,000 weekly. 

Can be forwarded for twelve weeks to any part of 
the suburbs or the country on receipt of eighteen 
postage-stamps, directed to the Publisher. 

ADVERTISEMENT Scatr.—A heading and sixteen 
words, 6d.; every additional eight words, 2d. Two 
papers sent free by post for two stamps, 

Office, 35, oman-street, Clerkenwell. 








Printed by J. T. Picksuan, 35, Lower Rosoman-street, 
Clerkenwell. 

Published every Wednesday Afternoon, at Two o’clock, by 
Vickers, 28, Holywell-street, Strand, and W. J. Kelly, 
Gray’s Inn Gateway, Holborn, for the Proprietor, 
Mr. W. Bestow, 103, Queen’s-row, Pentonville-road, 
Clerkenwell, where all communications are to be sent : 
and Sold by J. Allen, Warwick-lane; Harris, Black- 
friars-road; Gilbert, Paternoster-row; Shaw & Nelson, 
7, Bridges-street, Covent-garden; Purkess, 60, Compton- 
street, Soho; Lacy, Bookseller, Strand; and all Book- 
sellers and Newsvendors.—To be had, by order, in any 
of the Provincial Towns. 
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